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AUSTRALIA 
Proa the GoTornment of the Commonwealth of Australia* 
iXttod Oth March, 1959. Koooivod l0*24.a,». 8th Maroho 

HOo 24o 
Your telegram of the 7th tlaroh Paci f ic Conference 

reoeivedo A press oablo tfrom London in the following terms 
i s being published here*. Begins:-

An Imperial pac i f ic Conferonoe w i l l bo hold i n 
How Zealand late th i s month. The Conference was in i t ia ted 
by Hew Zealand and w i l l be restr icted to Defence0 Br i ta in 
Austral ia and Hew Zealand w i l l participate and i t io expected 
that Lieutenant Gonoral Sattiros and Sir Arthur Lonessoyj i n 
addition to other defence personalit ies from London w i l l go 
to Hew Zealand for the Conforonoe, The object of tho 
Conference i s to establish on imperial pol icy f o r Dofenoo 
in the Paci f ic* Enda0 

As tho press natural ly are following th i s up by 
request for statement so f a r aG Australia concexTEiea I telephoned 
the Prime Minister of How Zealand who however s t i l l thinfes 
that statement should co issued simultaneous ly0 Have sent him 
today following telegram* Begins:* 

Following ray telegram of yesterday and telephone 
message today following i s proposed statement with regard to 
tho Pacif ic Conference Begins. Prims Minister announced that 
tho Gotoramenta of irow Zealand United Kingdom and Austral ia 
have agreed to hold at en. early date in How Zealand a Conference 
on mutual defonoe interests in tho Pac i f i c , 

The Con foronco w i l l bo confined to Servioo exports 
but i t i s undorstood that the Highfaoisnissi oner f o r Western 
Paci f ic w i l l aloo attond. I t w i l l bo impossible f o r Ministers 
of the United Kingdom ard Austral ia to bo present. The 

Australian 



Aus t ra l i an x-epresontatiye w i l l be Vice Admiral s i r Ragnar Colvin 

f i r s t lTa?al Member and Senior o f f i c e r s of the Austra l ian Ars^ 
and A i r tforoeso 

Ut» Isrons said tha t there was a continuous exchange of 
t echn i ca l informat ion between the Sorvioes of the United Kincdon 

and 1TQ\7 Zealand and A u s t r a l i a , This was supplemented by the 

exchange of o f i i c o r 3 and^p the j o i n t oxeroisos which were 

regu lar l y carr ied out between Aus t ra l i a and XJow Zealand Squadrons* 
I t was new f e l t that the time was opportune f o r a Round Sable 

d i scuss ion between the Service Representatives upon broad 
Defence problems associated w i th the P a c i f i c 0 I n the absence 

of Etthietoro and as a pure ly t echn i ca l Confers&o©; Service 

Representatives would ongafse i n anexohango of information i n 

regard t o Defence plans of parte of the Empire concerned 

p a r t i c u l a r l y in respeot of t h e i r in tor - re la t ion f lo 

The I'rirae Minister reca l led the rofereneo i n the 
published proceedings of the in jpor ia l Confcronoo of 1957s Qnd 

those by A u s t r a l i a and Hew Zealand p a r t i c u l a r l y .> t o the 
importance of oloso co -operat ion i n Dofonce matters, 

Mr, Lyons a l s o reforred t o tho f o l l ow ing statement ttom tho 
Dcfenoe Minister's po l i cy statement on the 6th December l a s t 

"Our l i n t e w i t h other parts of the B r i t i s h Umpire are being 
strengthened by a i r cotsaunications and s t ra teg i c bases« Thus 

3)ar7Jia i s opposite the end of tho archway of which Singapore 
i s the other p i l l a r * ?or t Moresby i s t o be developed as a 
base f o r mobile Il&val and A i r Forces and through i t s hand w i l l 
be joined wi th Hew Zealand and B r i t a i n through the P a c i f i c 

I s l ands as we l l as across the Tasman'S 
the 

The d i scuss ions of experts would not involvo/coriioiitinsnt 
the 

oi/Goverarcont in any respect as tho questions of p o l i c y f o r e i t he r 

peace or war were tho subject f o r determination by the Governments 

concerned* Discussions of t h i s nature between exports would be 

h e l p f u l i n the esaMnat ion of m i l i t a r y aspects of Defence Schemep 
pol icy 



policy ciuftetjlonfl hein*? necessari ly reserved for consultation 
between Ministers at the Imperial Conferences. KndSo 

I Jwre told the pre3o today that I oannot njaSse a 
statement in re&ird t o the natter u n t i l the throe Governments 
inane r>tatoTn?ntsa*nultanoously. m order to prevent 
press speculation I think wo 3hould do t h i s at the ear l ies t 
noRr.ihlo doto* 

Glad of a&vioo from you v/hather tho above statement 
acceptable to you anil earliest date on wMoh you are agreeable 
to puW-iah somewhat o iwi lar statoLiont so f a r as your Government 
eor.ce>*ned- Won sage to JTou Ssaland ends, Glad to reooive 
eerLy advice with regard to your o#reoKent or otherwise 

05.' 
t orwi/ proposed statement* 


